
                 Minutes of the Burlington
City Council Special Meeting

Focused Work Session
Kernodle Senior Center                                                           5:00pm - Monday, April 19, 2021

1535 S. Mebane Street, Burlington, NC        www.BurlingtonNC.gov/councilpackets

Council Members Present:
Mayor Ian Baltutis
Mayor Pro Tem Kathy Hykes
Council Member Robert Ward
Council Member Harold Owen
Council Member James Butler

Council Members Absent: None

Staff Present:
City Manager, Hardin Watkins
City Attorney, David Huffman
Interim City Clerk, Beverly Smith

Scott Bibler, Tracy Bowes, Peter Bishop, Michelle Horn, Rachel Kelly, Nolan Kirkman, Todd Lambert, 
Morgan Lasater, Tony Laws, Blake Moyer, Mike Nunn, Bob Patterson, Peggy Reece, Louisa Sholar, and 
John Vernon.

Media Present:  Tomas Murawski, Alamance News

A) American Rescue Plan Act Overview

City Manager Hardin Watkins opened the discussion on the American Rescue Plan Act and provided a 
summary of the agenda.

Lead for North Carolina Fellow, Louisa Sholar, provided a brief overview of the American Rescue Plan 
Act four eligible categories and briefed Council on the expected guidance from the US Treasurer for 
funds expected to arrive around May 10, 2021.   She reported the City of Burlington is proposed to 
receive approximately $11.76 million that will be provided in two tranches.

Eligible Expenditures include the following categories:
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City Council and City staff discussed the proposed opportunities and proposed funding options.  

Hwy. 70 Broadband/Fiber
I.T. Director Scott Bibler provided an overview of Downtown Broadband sidewalk 
removal/replacement, fiber and streetscape estimated at $5,500,000 to the downtown Burlington area.  
He reported survey results provided by ECC Technologies in 2018 provided the City with estimated 
costs associated with the implementation of downtown broadband.   He recommended this study be 
refreshed due to the age of the study and potential changes in those costs.   He shared the following 
graphic of the area involved in the previous study.

Phase 1 and 2 



6

Assistant City Manager Rachel Kelly and City Manager Hardin Watkins noted the projects identified 
are Priority A items following Goal Review Workshop and were considered in preparing the capital 
options for ARP discussions.  She shared a copy of the Goal Review Workshop matrix with City 
Council.

I.T. Director Scott Bibler provided an overview of the installation of fiber to Highway 70 from the City 
of Burlington to the City of Greensboro allowing these cities to interconnect, improve high speed 
connections for emergency services, and provide infrastructure to promote internet service provider 
competition 
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City Manager Watkins reported City staff will continue to monitor treasury guidance and alert City 
Council of any changes. .

City Council discussed the proposed opportunities, eligibility for lost revenue, and overall philosophy 
on how these funds should be spent.  

Project Manager Blake Moyer addressed funding availability to Burlington for small businesses and 
will report to Council at a future work session on resources available to assist in recovery from losses 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Following a lengthy discussion, City staff was directed to research and provide actual revenue loss,  
consider any projects that need to be completed from the 2019 Goal Review Workshop, engage in larger

conversations for fiber and broadband in the area and seek additional treasury guidance for a report back
to City Council at the May 3, 2021, Work Session.

B) Discuss Municipal Elections
Mayor Baltutis mentioned the time of the meeting and asked if Council would like to continue 
discussion or receive this report at the May 3, 2021, Work Session.

City Attorney David Huffman stated he recently provided binders to City Council with a narrative on 
elections process and statutory requirements.  He proposed based on feedback from Council that a 
future discussion and presentation from the School of Government be coordinated to address or 
facilitate a discussion with Council.

City Council discussed some of the options available to municipalities, election mechanics, cost 
effectiveness, and possible expansion options.  Following discussion, Council directed the City 
Attorney to communicate with the School of Government for a presentation to City Council at the May 
3, 2021.

C) Request for Closed Session �± 7:06pm
City Attorney David Huffman requested City Council go into Closed Session pursuant to North 
Carolina General Statute 
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City Council returned to open session at 7:48pm.

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Hykes, seconded by Council Member Butler it was resolved 
unanimously to adjourn at 7:49pm.

______________________
Beverly D. Smith, NCCMC
Interim City Clerk

April 19, 2021
Special Meeting




